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Dear Friends in Christ,
“Christ is risen from the dead, by His
death He has conquered death! To
those who lay in the tomb, He has
given life!” This ancient Pascal
Troparion hymn resonates during
Easter! Christ has conquered all–
death, sin, and Satan. Who can
separate us from Christ? Through His
glorious Resurrection, Christ opened
the gates of salvation. This is our
greatest hope! Death and sin are
conquered forever.
St. Teresa of Avila wrote that in her
daughters’ sufferings they should
contemplate Christ’s suffering to
find consolation and rouse
themselves to console Jesus.
Likewise amid their joys that Christ
resurrected should inspire them.
May this be our path.

Teresa exclaimed, "I want to go
everywhere that He went.” I
implore God to trace the path
of Christ in all our souls, from
death to life, from sorrow to
rejoicing. This is the path of the
girls and women we serve
daily. Many profound sorrows
fill their past. Sorrows that defy
the limits of the human person.
There are two paths in this
crucible of suffering: to become
bitter and small or enlarge our
hearts and allow that suffering
to rebuild goodness in and
around us. The primary hurdle
for them to move forward is
blaming others, and not take
responsibility for their own
life’s decisions and reactions.

“Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do” are
words spoken with great
humility and power from Our
Lord. Forgiveness is at the
heart of the redemption, and
redemption must take place to
flourish here, and in life
everlasting. Christ knows our
weaknesses – in exchange, He
offers His strength and the
power of His resurrection.
Please pray that the girls and
women we serve find and stick
to this path, as we will pray the
same for all of you. Blessed
Easter Season.

Yours in Christ,

Grace Williams
Executive Director/ President

St. Bakhita's Adult Program
April Update
In the last six months there have been several
breakthroughs for the ladies. We supported one
client’s recovery from a second brain surgery,
worked with four of them to procure housing,
and connected three to an EMDR (Eye Movement
Desensitization Reprocessing) therapist.
Professionally and educationally, three of the
women enrolled in a medical assistant program,
another started a cosmetology program, two are
pursuing their high school diplomas, and
another is finishing her bachelor’s degree. By
May, we will have relocated two of the women,
supported one in getting her driver’s license for
the first time, procured funding for two of them
to undergo dental procedures, and in assisted in
finding suitable work opportunities.

In early 2021, I met individually with each of our
clients to establish their goals that they aspire to
accomplish with CIH, and mapped out a plan of
action and timeline to achieve them. Finishing
their education and obtaining financial
independence were widely held goals, and I am
encouraged that each of them has made steps
towards fulfilling their individual ambitions as
well. Taking theses tangible steps is a sign of
growth and maturity and I am so deeply proud
of them.
While pursuing their financial and educational
goals, the ladies also acknowledge the
importance of healthy spiritual lives. It is
heartwarming to know that each client has their
own way of communicating and nourishing her
relationship with Our Lord.

Thank you for keeping our
efforts in your prayers!
Jenna Derham,
St. Bakhita’s Adult Program Manager

The Refuge Minors Program
April Update
We are thankful to have just passed the 6-month
mark of operating our Minors Program at The
Refuge, a six-bed Short-Term Residential
Therapeutic Program for 12–17-year-old CSEC girls
(Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth). It has
been an adventure to say the least! Right now, we
are pleased to have 12 staff members caring for the
girls around the clock. All the girls are enrolled in
school and our on-site teacher, Miss Nika, is doing a
fabulous job creating a positive learning
environment for them. We are thankful to have
brought on Kathy De Marre to provide additional
academic support as our Teacher's Assistant. The
girls can often be found with their hands in some
kinetic sand or home-made playdough while they
work to focus on their course work.

Pictured here is our on-site Trauma Therapist Lyss de
la Torre, House Manager Rachel Beck, and Executive
Director Grace Williams. This dynamic trio work
together with our Program Administrator, Aimee
Harrison, and Assistant House Manager, Teri
Smallwood, along with the rest of our residential and
educational staff, to provide a loving environment for
the girls with trauma-informed supports and services
around the clock. We are so grateful to God for sending
us such a great team and such good kids!

ST. JOSEPH'S
CELEBRATION
Our St. Joseph’s night of prayer
was a success! It was a joyous evening
filled with fellowship and thanksgiving.
A special thank you everyone who joined us
and to St. Ephrem’s for hosting us.

APPLY TO WORK AT
THE REFUGE!
Interested in working with us?
We are currently looking for Daytime and
Overnight Care Workers at The Refuge &
a Maintenance Manager.

HELP SUPPORT US
Consider donating a portion of your Direct
Stimulus Payment or Tax Refund today to help our
ministry. Please visit our Donation Page today!
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