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The Adoration of the Shepherds - Pupil of Rembrandt, 1646. The National Gallery, London

        Gaudete! Christ is born! We from CIH want to extend our warmest wishes to you
this Christmas season and we hope that you are now enjoying the spiritual fruit that has
been ripening throughout Advent. Your commitment to us has truly borne good fruit,
especially in our ladies’ lives. Thank you! 
        Long ago, God Almighty, the King of the Universe and Creator of all things, was born
a helpless child in a stable at midnight. The hands that formed the breadth and depth of
the earth and cosmos were restrained by swaddling clothes. The voice that spoke to
Moses centuries before gave forth an infant’s cry. And, as Venerable Fulton Sheen once
said, this was when Our Lady could gaze down to heaven. He went on to say more of Our
Lord’s birth: 
       "One silent night, out over the white-chalked hills of Bethlehem, came a gentle cry. The
great ones of the earth did not hear it, for they could not understand how an Infant could be 
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greater than a man. At the Christ Child’s birth, only two groups of people heard that cry: the shepherds,
who knew they did not know anything, and the wise men, who knew they did not know everything. Let
us reach out at the Holy Christmas season to accept Christ with humility and love." 
       We here at CIH are appreciative of your generosity, and we want to extend our most sincere
thanks for your gifts at this time when we commemorate Christ granting us the gift of Himself. Let
us never forget how much the Savior has done for us, especially at His birth. As you enjoy Christmas
with those you love, we hope that you will keep our clients in your prayers so that they may also
experience the peace and joy of the season that only the Prince of Peace can give. We are praying
for you!

In Corde Mariae,
Irene Van Oosbree
Interdepartmental Assistant
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