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Dear Friends in Chied,

with the birth ot any child, 1t 1s the beginning of a new era, the beginning of their life among us. As a
parent knows, even if one already has seven children, the arrival of the eighth is no less wonderful and
significant than the arrival of the first. And if this is the case with the birth of any of us, how much more is it
true for the birth of Our Lord?

The birth of Jesus Christ marks His visible entrance into the world after his invisible entrance at the
moment of the incarnation. The time for His saving work is now at hand and the impending inauguration of the
New Covenant. Before much longer, this little baby will redeem all humankind from the chains of sin by
sacrificing Himself on the Cross. He will shatter the Doors of Death and open the gates of Heaven.

And yet, with all these glories on the horizon, Our Lord’s birth was humble and quiet. He was born far away

from home in a stable inside a cave. His family had been denied human lodging and only had animals for
company. Jesus did not even have a crib to sleep in. Pope Pius XII even wondered what unfulfilled hopes Our
Lady and St. Joseph had for Our Lord’s arrival:
“In the intimate sweetness of their little house at Nazareth, is this what Mary and Joseph had dreamed of for the
birth of Baby Jesus? Perhaps for many months Joseph...had been sawing, smoothing, polishing and decorating a
cradle...And Mary, as we can imagine...like every woman who hopes soon to become a mother, cut, embroidered
and decorated with some pleasing design the coverlets for the Hope of Gentiles! ...Mary and Joseph saw...that the
babe most blessed by God is not necessarily the one who is born to riches and comforts.” (Dear Newlyweds, ch. 32).

How reassuring this is for those we serve! Christ came poor among us! We are not alone or forgotten by
Him who knew no earthly comforts. Survivors of trafficking need this reassurance as they face so many
unknowns when they leave that life behind them and face the unknowns of a new life. Please pray for them this
Advent season and for us!

Wierry Christmas from all of us at CTH!



Help us finish raising funds for our organization-
wide 2024 budget by spreading the word, praying,
and donating! This End of Year Giving Campaign
will end on New Year's Day. These funds will go
towards any expense necessary for CIH to offer
services to survivors of sex trafficking.

n

Each donation will add a dash of color to this
picture of Mother Mary and her Immaculate
Heart. The goal is to color in the entire picture by
the end of the campaign!
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