
Dear friends in Christ,
 

In the past when a survivor of trafficking called our office seeking help, we often had to
refer them to other programs because St. Bakhita’s Program was at capacity. This was
always disheartening, and no staff member wanted to be the one to take that call and deliver
the news that we could not help them and refer them to another organization. Since
starting the Emergency Services mobile clinic last summer, we now have an employee who
responds to survivors within 24 hours of contact. Her name is Wanni Mena, and her motto is
“meeting people where they are.” As any nonprofit organization can attest to, we can only
provide our services if we have the proper funding. Keeping Emergency Services operational
will require just that.  
 

Thanks be to God, in May we received a $10,000 matching grant from the Raskob
Foundation for Catholic Activities, a private family foundation supporting Catholic
apostolates. The grant will match up to $10,000 of the money we raise for a grand total of
$20,000! The funds will be used for CIH’s Emergency Services, which provides essential
services to survivors like temporary safe housing. We will no longer no longer have to turn
people away! From a survivor’s initial intake in Emergency Services, to transitioning to our
long-term St. Bakhita’s Program for assistance and holistic healing with our Case Manager,
Monika Spatcher, survivors learn how to become self-sufficient and gain back their sense of
independence. 
  

How our program works: A sex trafficking survivor calls our Emergency Services line and
connects with the Emergency Services Program Administrator, Wanni, within 24 hours. The
mobile clinic will then meet the survivor to assess their immediate needs. This typically
consists of finding temporary housing or a hotel while we seek more permanent housing.
The survivor is then introduced to our St. Bakhita’s Case Manager, Monika Spatcher, who
connects them to counseling, equine therapy, medical care, government assistance (food
and income), and other services that help these women establish themselves and enter a
new chapter in their lives. 
 

To make this possible, we need your help! The Raskob Foundation will match dollar for
dollar whatever you donate up to $10,000 to continue funding Emergency Services! Please
help us reach our goal so that we can continue to provide these much-needed services to
survivors of sex trafficking here in San Diego County. We are so grateful to those who have
already donated and ask you to please help us reach the full $20,000. It is truly a blessing for
us to be able to assist so many women. 
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Thank you and God reward you!
Grace Williams-Lionello

Foundress & CEO

Donate
Here

shorturl.at/nVpwH

God of liberation, we pray for all
your children who are enslaved
by human trafficking. Free them
from their bondage, heal them
of their wounds, protect them
from further harm, turn the

hearts of their oppressors, and
sustain them with hope for a
new beginning in safety and

peace. 
Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Serving Survivors of Sex Trafficking Since 2013



All about Human TraffickersAll about Human Traffickers
Who are the people behind human traffick victims? Human traffickers
come from diverse backgrounds and demographics. They can be anyone
from relatives and friends to politically connected individuals or
members of criminal organizations such as gangs and terrorist groups.
They are often convicted for crimes other than human trafficking, such
as money laundering or fraud. Human trafficking networks are often
linked to various criminal activities, including kidnapping, extortion,
and drug trafficking. Overall, they engage in a variety of illicit
enterprises domestically and internationally. 
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Middle school and high school students are among those being targeted
and recruited by Traffickers throughout the country and especially in
San Diego County. In a 2016 study conducted by the University of San
Diego and Point Loma Nazarene University,18 of 20 high schools (90%)
reported sex trafficking cases within their student body. The California
Education Code sections 51950 and 51934 requires that human
trafficking prevention education be mandated and provided to students
at least once in middle school and at least once in high school. In our
current age of technology and the prevalent use of social media
amongst youths, traffickers have more virtual access through their
computers and phones. 

info@ciheart .org
(619)  431-5537
P.O.  Box 882087,  San Diego,  CA 92168
Chi ldrenOfTheImmaculateHeart .org

One of the locations we toured!

DROP- IN  CENTER UPDATE

Traffickers are not going away anytime soon. The more we educate
ourselves and our children, the better prepared we can be to recognize
signs of trafficking and help prevent our youth from being trafficked.

various methods to control their victims,
such as isolation, emotional manipulation
with false promises of love, physical

threats, deportation, arrest, and
manipulating substance use. traffickers
also engage in debt bondage or debt
slavery.  Sometimes they persuaded
the vulnerable to take on debt through

seemingly credible but ultimately false
promises of an improved situation. The

or their family if the debt is not
paid.  These debts may seem
impossible to pay off leaving
the victim feeling helpless

and trapped.

WANNI MENA, Emergency Services
Program Administrator, is currently
working with our realtor to find the
perfect Drop-In Center location in
Downtown San Diego.  The location  would
ideally be easily accessible for our current
and future clients.  We are looking for a
two-story building with a lobby, a few
office spaces, kitchen and storage. Any
donations you make will help us get the
drop-in center open sooner!
 
More details to come!

traffickers the threaten the victim

How do traffickers operate? Traffickers use

Want to make a difference?  
Donate today!


