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Dear Supporters, 

     I hope this message finds you well. My name is Melanie Eckler, and I am
writing to introduce myself as the new Director of Marketing and
Development at Children of the Immaculate Heart (CIH). I am deeply honored
to join this extraordinary organization that is dedicated to transforming the
lives of survivors of sex trafficking. 

     With a strong background in marketing, fundraising, and philanthropy, I
have spent many years working alongside organizations committed to making
a meaningful difference in the world. Children of the Immaculate Heart has a
powerful mission that resonates deeply with me. The work we do to provide
hope, healing, and a future for survivors is both vital and inspiring. I am eager
to build upon the strong foundation that has been established and to work
closely with you, our valued supporters, to continue advancing our mission.
Your dedication and generosity have been instrumental in the success of our
programs, and I am excited to collaborate with you as we look toward the
future. I believe that by working together, we can expand our reach, enhance
our services, and provide even greater support to those who need it most. 

     I look forward to the opportunity to connect with you personally in the
coming weeks. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to reach out if you
have any questions or if there is anything I can do to support you in your
continued commitment to our cause. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Children of the Immaculate Heart. I am
truly grateful for the opportunity to work alongside you and to contribute to
the incredible impact we are making together. 

     With warm regards,

Stay up-to-date on all
things CIH by joining

our mailing list:
info@ciheart.org

OKTOBERFESTOKTOBERFEST
20242024

On September 21st in
Escondido, CA, we hosted a
joyful Oktoberfest benefit
dinner to support survivors of
sex trafficking. Families
enjoyed fun activities,
including arts and crafts
provided by Two Hearts Art
Workshop, and entertainment
with Shirly the Clown, making
the day special for all. 

Wanni Mena, who oversees our
Emergency Services, shared
two key fundraising goals for
2025:  

1. Raising $50,000 to
provide trauma-informed
therapy for survivors. 

2. Securing $30,000 to
close the gap so we can open a
daytime drop-in center in
downtown San Diego. 

Thank you all who blessed us
with their presence at the
event, and especially to our
sponsors, Baci Coffee, Amplio
Engineering, Poster My Wall,
and Beautiful Minds Family
Counseling.
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     It is with great joy and gratitude to God that we celebrate the 11th anniversary of
CIH. Since our founding in 2013, our mission has been rooted in the Gospel call to
“proclaim liberty to captives” (Luke 4:18) and to be the hands and feet of Christ to
the most vulnerable among us. For over a decade, CIH has been a source of healing,
restoration, and hope for survivors of human trafficking, guided by the maternal
care of Our Blessed Mother. 

     CIH was born out of a desire to serve people who have suffered the deep wounds
caused by sex trafficking. From the very beginning, we sought to meet not only
physical needs but also to embody the love and mercy of Christ for those we serve.
At the heart of everything we do is a commitment to the dignity of each human
person, created in the image and likeness of God.  

     For 11 years, we have seen the profound ways in which the grace of God can
transform lives. Through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
survivors have found healing in both body and soul. Our programs strive to offer a
safe place where survivors can begin to rebuild their lives, thanks to the prayers
and support of all of you!

     As we celebrate 11 years of service, we remain ever mindful of the great need for
this ministry. The battle against human trafficking is a spiritual one, and we rely on
the prayers and support of our community as we continue this work. We are so
excited that we raised the $30,000 at our Oktoberfest dinner that we needed to
open a drop-in center in 2025! We are still seeking funding to be able to have
adequate security on-site to offer full walk-in services.

     Our work is a response to Christ’s call to care for “the least of these” (Matthew
25:40), and we trust that through His grace and the intercession of the Immaculate
Heart, we will continue to bring healing to those in need. We could not have come
this far without the prayers and support of our faithful community. As we celebrate
this 11th anniversary, we humbly ask for your continued prayers and support, so
that together we can continue to be instruments of God’s mercy to those who need
it most. 

     As we reflect on the past and look to the future, we entrust this mission to Our
Lady, the Mother of Mercy. May she continue to guide us and intercede for all those
we serve, bringing them closer to the Sacred Heart of her Son. Thank you for being
a vital part of this mission of hope and healing!

Want to make a
difference?  
Donate today!

Christ Makes All Things New: Celebrating 11 Years Since ourChrist Makes All Things New: Celebrating 11 Years Since our
Founding!Founding!
Written By: Jenna Christakis, Development Associate

Holiday Needs 
 for Clients

     Many of the women
and their children in our
care need Thanksgiving
meals and Christmas
gifts this year, and your
generosity can help
make this possible. Holy
days can be a hard time
for them, and we want
to bring them joy!

     If you are interested
in contributing food
items, fully prepared
meals for Thanksgiving,
or Christmas gifts,
please contact Wanni at
wanni.mena@ciheart.org
for more details on how
you can help. 
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